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APRIL IS
The Mont

of the ARTS

Many events will be taking place in celebration
of the Month of the Arts. There will be
something to spark everyone’s interest: music,
theatre, and exhibitions on art and history.
Especially don’t miss:

The Cotton District Literary Festival
The Cotton District Arts Festival
Golf Tournament for the Arts

Old Main Music Festival

A full schedule of events can be found under
the “Around & About in the Arts” heading
throughout the newsletter.

MAGNOLIA INDEPENDENT
FILM FESTIVAL 2006

a BFA
exhibition

EUPHORIA

April 10-May 5, MSU Department of Art Gallery

Featuring the works of:

* Drew Chapman, painting

* Dixie Boswell, painting

* Glenn Payne, painting

e Erin Keating, painting

* Wesley Stuckey, printmaking

Opening reception April 13, 5:30-7:30pm
located on the ground floor of McComas Hall
at MSU.

Gallery hours are Monday through Friday, |0am-
4pm, and on Sunday, |-4pm.

I've always jokingly commented that | should have been a movie/food critic (although
I don’t care for the term “critic”). | absolutely love movies of all kinds, and food; well, that's
a definite pleasure of life. Little did I know that volunteering to help with the Magnolia
Film Festival would satisfy and capture both interests all in the same event.

Since my husband Charles and | returned to his home town of Starkville, MS, I've
searched for ways to stay involved and learn about new and different topics. Ever since Ron
Tibbett began the Magnolia Independent Film Festival, nine years ago, I've longed to be
involved. Something about planning and having a family has in the past taken precedence
and rightly so. However, now that my children are getting older, and dad is willing to help,
I couldn’t resist the opportunity when Andy Gaston (SAAC President) forwarded the email
from Arma Salazar, Starkville Convention and Visitors Bureau, soliciting volunteers for this
year's 9th Annual Magnolia Film Festival, February 16-18, showing at Hollywood Premier
Cinemas.

The Mag proved to be a weekend to remember, marked with new found friendships
as well as reuniting friends and opportunities to grow as a person both as a film maker and
a viewer.

Movies change us. They inspire, change our way of thinking, educate, and so much
more. Ron Tibbett had a vision to help independent filmmakers, young and old, get their
films before an appreciative audience to view them.

It's amazing what has to happen to make an event like the Mag take place in Starkville,
MS, of all places. How fortunate are we to have this incredible event in our backyard?!? It
all began with a man who had a heart for filmmaking and with his widow, Charlotte
Magnussen, who cared enough to maintain and carry on the vision after his death two years
ago. Ron’s spirit is kept alive through the Mag.

The Mag could not, would not have taken place without the team effort of Charlotte
Magnussen, Arma Salazar, the many filmmakers, judges, participants, sponsors, viewers and
volunteers.

For me, it began by attending one of the many planning and preparation meetings
that begin taking place months before the film festival ever arrives. Sponsorship is indeed
a must for the success of this event. The SAAC certainly stepped up to the plate when
presented with the opportunity to help both financially and physically. I'm proud to be part
of an organization that shares in such a vision and can actually help it to come true with their
support.

Each year a special Thursday brings trips to the airport to welcome filmmakers from
as far as California and New Mexico to debut their movies at the Mag. Talk about “red
carpet” treatment. The Mag crew always takes great pride in sharing southern hospitality

continued on page 2



AROUND & ABOUT

INTHE ARTS

p APRIL: MONTH OF THE ARTS
March 20-April 25

Between Fences: A Smithsonian
Traveling Exhibit, Mitchell Memorial Library,
MSU campus

April 1-30

The Borden Plant Exhibition & Silent
Auction, architectural renderings and panels
of history by MSU School of Architecture
students, Starkville Public Library

April 1

International Fiesta, MSU Drill Field, 9am-
2pm * For info contact Diane Bridges, President,
World Neighbors Association, 662-323-2171 or
Shaz Akram, MSU Holmes Cultural Diversity
Center, 662-325-2033

April 1

Brazilian Festival, MSU Bettersworth
Auditorium, Giles Hall, 7:30pm ¢ For info: MSU
Department of Music Education, 662-325-3070

April 3

Friends of the Library Book Sale, Public
Library, 12-3pm ¢ For info: Starkville Public Library,
662-323-2766

April 6

Lyceum Faculty Chamber Series, Slide
Music: Richard Human, trombone, piano & friends,
MSU Bettersworth Auditorium, Giles Hall, 7:30pm
For info: MSU Department of Music Education,
662-325-3070

April 6-8

A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to
the Forum, MSU McComas Hall Theater,
7:30pm, Admission: $5, $10, Opening Night
Reception immediately following April 6
performance (sponsored by SAAC) ¢ For info:
Kevin Kern, Director; MSU Department of
Communication, 662-325-9162

April 7

MSU Guitar Ensemble Concert, MSU
Bettersworth Auditorium, Giles Hall, 7:30pm ¢
For info: MSU Department of Music Education,
662-325-3070

April 7-9

MSU Super Bulldog Weekend! For info:

MSU Athletic Department, 662-325-2532

*April 7, Super Tailgate, Drill Field, MSU
campus, | [:30am-1:30pm ¢ For info contact
the Alumni Association, 662-325-7000

April 9

MSU Symphonic & Community Bands
Concert, MSU McComas Hall, 3pm ¢ For info:
MSU Department of Music Education, 662-325-
3070

April 9

For One Such as This, Palm Sunday
Concert, FUMC Chapel Chorus and Brass
Ensemble, First United Methodist Church (corner
of Lampkin St. & Meigs Ave.), 6pm * For info:
FUMC Office, 662-323-5722

April 10

Woodwind Chamber Ensemble
Concert, MSU Bettersworth Auditorium, Giles
Hall, 7:30pm ¢ For info: MSU Department of
Music Education, 662-325-3070

continued on page 3

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Our community has witnessed a rather mild and sleepy winter season, this year, but
the Starkville Area Arts Council (SAAC) has been very active. Among other events, we have
sponsored the recent Magnolia Film Festival, the Starkville Community Theater's production
of Terror by Gaslight in February, the Mississippi Guitar Festival held at Mississippi State
University, and exhibitions at the Oktibbeha County Heritage Museum. In addition, a real
pleasure was the financial award to Felesha Butler in the 34th Annual MSU Art & Design
Competition Exhibition in February.

The month of April, our community's Month of the Arts, promises an especially full
program of activities, including the Mozart Concert of the Starkville/MSU Symphony to be
sponsored by the SAAC. Because of our support to so many venues, we must rely on our
membership to help fund our endeavors. Our membership has been very supportive of the
SAAC, but even more needs to be done. We ask all who have not yet renewed this year, please
use the enclosed envelope for your renewal. Additionally, any readers of our newsletter who
have never been a member, please consider one of the levels of membership today. VWe need
300 members to sustain our growth and allow our contributions to all of the art requests for
funds.

The SAAC maintains a close scrutiny of all expenditures. Ve assure you that your
membership in the Arts Council will become a vital investment in our vibrant community.

Thank you for your interest and support as we transform your membership dollars
into an artistic and cultural investment in our quality of life.

Andrew E. Gaston
President

continued from page 1: MAGNOLIA INDEPENDENT FILM FESTIVAL 2006

with its guests and filmmaking participants. This year Charlotte arranged for accommodations
at the cottages at Old Waverly in West Point, MS, where she resides.

The filmmakers arrived to a delightful reception hosted at Strange Brew and catered
by Bulldog Deli prior to the first evening’s viewing of films. Each morning thereafter, breakfast
was served at Old Waverly. On Friday many guests had lunch at Anthony’s in West Point.

I was privileged enough to host three of our filmmakers and take them to Tupelo, MS,
for a requested tour of Elvis’ birthplace topped off with an incredible dinner at the Abbey
before viewing a second evening of movies with the feature of Max & Grace that starred Rosanna
Arquette, among other well-known names.

One highlight of the festival was the presentation of Fresh Coffee by Stephen Lehman,
a graduate of Starkville Academy. Lehman is now working for WOBYV, Starkville Channel 5.

Saturday offered a workshop for the filmmakers as well as anyone interested in trying
their hand at independent filmmaking. A delicious lunch at City Bagel and dinner at Old
Venice offered a great chance for the filmmakers to get a taste and flavor of Starkville. 1 was
so proud!

As the evening of the final viewing came to a close with an award ceremony, presenting
each winner with a beautiful stained-glass magnolia mounted on a wooden holder, all of the
participants looked forward to the post party. The post party was hosted by Charlotte Magnussen
in her home and catered by Shaharazad’s.

What a wonderful way to close out an unforgettable weekend. Everyone who attended
and assisted left not wanting the weekend to end, and grateful to have the opportunity to
return next year.

If you haven't yet attended or participated in the Magnolia Film Festiva, you are miss-
ing a unique opportunity to grow and learn. | encourage you all to mark your calendars for
February 15-17, 2007, and to plan to be a part of this exciting event. | know “I'll be back!”

— Melanie Greene

THE WINNERS OF THE MAGNOLIA FILM FESTIVAL include the following:
Best Feature Film: Max and Grace (Now My Suicidal Sweatheart) - Michael Parness
Best Feature Documentary: Gussie - Meshakai Wolf

Best Short Documentary: Bodies and Souls - Christie Herring

Best Short Drama: Winter Sea - Erika Tasini

Best Comedy: Ad Man - Kaleo Chad Eddo and Will O'Loughlen

Best Animation: Command Z - Candy Kugal and Vincent Cafarelli

Best Experimental: Soliloquy - Shannon Moore

Best Student Youth: A Silent Night - Andy Nguyen

Best Student: Bodies and Souls - Christie Herring

Elena D. Zastwinick Best Written Film: Know What You Mean - Lyn Elliot

Ron Tibbett Award for Advancement of Cinema: On Oak Island - Elizabeth Willaman

Check out Mag judge Jefferey S. Reidy’s blog about his day-to-day Mag Fest experience
at http://southsidefilms.blogster. And for information on the Magnolia Independent Film
Festival and links to other film festivals in our area, go to http://www.magfilmfest.com.



COTTON DISTRICT LITERARY

FESTIVAL SCHEDULE: April 19-21
MSU Library & Starkville Public Library
e
April 19

Story Time for Children,
Starkville Public Library, |0am

Lunch With Books, Starkville Public
Library, Chris Jones presenting The Writing
of Fiction and The Entrepreneur, |2pm

Children's Books, Starkville Public
Library, Laura Foxworth presenting Virginia
Burton’s Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel,
1:30pm

April 20
Children’s Books, Starkville Public
Library, author & time TBA

Second Annual Literature-Dessert
Celebration, MSU Library ¢ For Info:
Frances Coleman, Dean of Libraries,
662-325-7661

Awards Presentation, MSU Library, to
winners in "Starkville Reads" essay contest
and Literary Festival Poetry Contest
celebrating the arts

Soen, Pogt
reres  Contest

2005 WINNER

The Star

By: Mark Rabideau

As night begins,

Its black veil is lifted.
The heavens fill the sky
With majestic illumination,
Their sole purpose to
Shed a pale glow on her face.

She lies there,
Gazing at the stars,
A pair of blue eyes delicately
Surveying the sky
And transfixing
My own.

Her body is a perfect curve
That my hand loves to follow.
Her radiance
Mingles with the starlight, then
Slowly overpowers it, until the stars
Fade into her brilliance.

Her presence is a perfume,
Warming my skin as it flows through my veins.
It is a wave, constantly
Pulsing in my chest.

Her lips turn up in a faint smile,
Engendering my heartfelt grin.

Feeble words escape my mouth, but
She quickly ends my babble.
The heavens shine down
Upon our kiss.

A golden drop, sweet on the tongue,
Forever shining in the night.

STARKVILLE READS, ONE
BOOK FOR OUR TOWN

John Armistead's novel The Return of
Gabriel has been chosen by the Starkville Reads
committee for the first community one-book
read. The committee is chaired by Harry Freeman
and cochaired by Julie McAlpin, library
coordinator, and Nancy Jacobs. Armistead
himself, an ordained minister, award-winning
author, artist and journalist from Tupelo, MS,
made an appearance at the Starkville Public
Library on March 7 for a book signing and a
reading. Paperback editions of the novel are
available for purchase at the Book Mart at 10%
discount, and copies of the novel are also available
at the library for checkout. It is hoped that many
people in the community are reading Armistead's
book. There have already been several discussion
groups at the library and around town. Alveria
Crump and Earlie Fleming will lead a discussion
at Peter's Rock Church (date and time to be
announced). Area schools will also have
discussion groups. An essay contest based on
themes in the book is being held for all area
students (public, private, county, home schooled).
Essays are due at the library on April 4 and
should contain from 500 to 1000 words.

MSU INSTITUTE FOR
HUMANITIES POETRY READING

Edward Hirsch, President of the John
Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, will
read from his poetry, April 11th, Swalm 4th
floor, 4pm. A reception will follow.

Edward Hirsch was born in Chicago in
1950 and educated at Grinnell College and the
University of Pennsylvania, where he received a
Ph.D. in folklore. He is the author of six books
of poems: Lay Back the Darkness (Alfred A. Knopf,
2003); On Love (1998); Earthly Measures (1994);
The Night Parade (1989); Wild Gratitude (1986),
which received the National Book Critics Circle
Award; and For the Sleepwalkers (1981), which
received the Lavan Younger Poets Award from
The Academy of American Poets and the Delmore
Schwartz Memorial Award from New York
University. He has received fellowships from the
Guggenheim and MacArthur foundations, an
Ingram Merrill Foundation Award, a National
Endowment for the Arts Fellowship, the Rome
Prize from the American Academy in Rome,
and a Lila Wallace-Reader's Digest Writers'
Award. He has been a professor of English at
Wayne State University and the University of
Houston. Hirsch is currently the president of
the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial
Foundation.

GOLF TOURNAMENT
FOR THE ART S R Eg oA S g gl

Highlands Plantation Ist Place Team - $400.00

. 2nd Place Team - $300.00
April 21, 12pm 3rd Place Team - $200.00
$260 per team Closest to hole # 3 - $50.00

$65 per person Closest to hole # 17 - $50.00

Be a Hole Sponsor  Longest drive hole # 2 - $50.00
for $100! Straightest drive hole # 2 - $50.00

for a full schedule, entry fee inclusions &
other details, visit www.starkville.org

AROUND & ABOUT
INTHE ARTS

continued...

April 10-May 3

MSU Bachelor of Fine Arts Thesis
Exhibit, MSU Department of Art Gallery, M-
F 10am-4pm & Sun|-4pm, Reception:April |3,
5:30-7:30pm  For info: Bill Andrews, Gallery
Curator, 662-325-0393

April 11

MSU Institute for Humanities Poetry
Reading Edward Hirsch, award-winning
author/poet and president of the John Simon
Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, will read his
poetry, 4th floor Swalm Building, MSU campus,
4pm ° For info: MSU Institute for the Humanities

April 11

MSU Jazz Band Concert, MSU McComas
Hall Theater, 7:30pm ¢ For info:MSU Department
of Music Education, 662-325-3070

April 13
Student Recital: Chris Elam, guitar, MSU
Bettersworth Auditorium, Giles Hall, 7:30pm e

For info: MSU Department of Music Education,
662-325-3070

April 14-16
Easter Weekend, Special Easter Music &
Programs at Starkville area churches

April 18

MSU Wind Ensemble Concert, MSU
McComas Hall, 7:30pm © For info: MSU
Department of Music Education, 662-325-3070

April 19-21
Literary Festival, see schedule details, left.

April 20-22

HONK, a musical version of the long time child
favorite Ugly Duckling, Starkville Academy, April
20 at 7:30pm, April 21 at 2pm & 7:30pm, and
April 22 at 2pm * For info:Vicky Ware, Starkville
Academy, 662-3213-7814, ext. |34

April 20-30 & May 2-5

Smoke on the Mountain, Starkville
Community Theatre, Playhouse on Main, Starkville,
7:30pm except April 30 & May 5 at 2pm only,
Opening Night Reception:April 20 immediately
following performance ¢ For info: SCT Box Office,
662-323-6853

April 21

DEADLINE! Nominations for the Mississippi
Alliance for Arts Education 2006 Art Education
Awards ¢ For info visit the MAAE website,
http://www.msatsalliance.com

April 21

SAAC Artists’ Luncheon, Hotel Chester,
Main Street, Starkville, 12 noon ¢ For info: Susy
Turner, SAAC Secretary, 662-323-3019 or 312-
5306

April 21

Golf Tournament for the Arts, Highlands
Plantation, |-5pm ¢ For info: Clyde Taylor, 662-
312-3929, Hal Rowland, 662-648-9036, or VWade
Carlson at HP, 662-323-7271

April 22

Special Book Sale, Starkville Public Library,
Friends of the Library * For Info:Virginia
Holtcamp, Starkville Public Library, 662-323-
2766, 9am-12pm

continued on page 4
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April 22
Cotton District Arts Festival, Cotton

District, Downtown Starkville, 8am-5pm ¢ For
info: Gloria Bagwell-Rowland, 662-324-7860

April 22

Old Main Music Festival, Main Street,
Downtown Starkville, 7pm-midnight ¢ For info:
MSU Student Association, 662-325-3917

April 22

Student Recital: Matt Hillman, trumpet,
First Presbyterian Church Sanctuary, 7:30pm °
For info: MSU Department of Music Education,
662-325-3070

April 23

MSU Percussion Ensemble, Bettersworth
Auditorium, Giles Hall, 7:30pm ¢ For info: MSU
Department of Music Education, 662-325-3070

April 24

Brass Chamber Ensemble Concert, MSU
Union Ballroom, 7:30pm ¢ For info: MSU
Department of Music Education, 662-325-3070

April 26-28

Student Showcase: Student Directed
One-Act Plays, MSU McComas Hall
Laboratory Theater, 7pm, Admission: $5 ¢ For
info: Jo Durst, MSU Department of
Communication, 662-325-3203

April 30

MSU Women'’s Chorale, Starkville First
Presbyterian Church, 2pm ¢ For info: MSU
Department of Music Education, 662-325-3070

MAY

May 2-5

Smoke on the Mountain, Starkville
Community Theatre, Playhouse on Main, Starkville,
7:30pm except May 5 at 2pm only * For info: SCT
Box Office, 662-323-6853

May 9
Spring Concert, The Starkville-MSU Symphony
Chorus, First United Methodist Church, 7:30pm

May 17

Lunch with Books, Starkville Public Library,
Martha Swain presenting her newest book, Lucy
Somerville Howorth, New Deal Lawyer, Politician &
Feminist, |2pm

May 20
Art in the Garden, 9am-Ipm,Tickets: $15
For info: www.starkvillearts.org

JUNE

June 4-6

Piano Showcase, MSU campus, for info & to
register visit http://music.msstate.edu/mps

June 6

Arts Education Awards Recognition
Session, Ford Center, University of Mississippi,
Oxford, MS, 4pm ° For info visit the MAAE
website, http://www.msartsalliance.com

June 6-7, 13-14, 20-21 & 27-28
Summer Reading Program, “Paws, Claws,
Scales, and Tales”, Starkville Public Library ¢ For
info: 662-323-2766

June 16

Cadence Bank & Starkville Public
Library Rose Exhibition ¢ For info: Jimmie
Faye McCarty, Oktibbeha County Rose Society
President, 662-323-0648

COTTON DISTRICT ARTS
FESTIVAL, April 22, 8-5pm

Cotton District Arts Festival

Music Schedule

10-10:45am Starkville Symphony
Brass Quintet

[0:55-11:40am  Jeff Cummings

[1:50-12:35pm  Mississippi Bluebloods

12:45-1:30pm  Drew Diekmann
[:40-2:25pm Mayhem String Band
2:35-3:20pm Bill Cooke Trio
3:30-4:30pm Kyoter Wilde

Jammin’ at the Grill

|0am-5pm Various participants

University Drive Stage

10:30-11:15am  Artesia Jubilees
[1:30-12:15pm  Brice Miller New

Events will include the awarding of
& Orleans Jazz All-Stars

prizes to the winners of the Sierra

Club Essay Contest, Taste of the South, 12:30-1:1 Spm Dawn Barham Band
musical entertainment, Sweet Tea 1:30-2:15pm Keith & Margie Brown
Challenge and the server race. Band

The CDAF is a smoke free and 2:30-3:30pm The Persians

litter free event. 4-5pm Rubber Soul

Cotton District Arts Festival Juried Art Exhibit

The Juried Art Exhibition will be held on April 22 during the Cotton District
Art Festival in the Bulldog Deli.

Juror for the exhibition is Beverly Leesman, a signature member of the National
Association of Women Artists, American Artist Professional League, American Pen \Women,
and the Northeast Watercolor Society. Leesman has won awards for her watercolors in
national and regional art exhibits. For more information see www. beverlyleesman.com.

A luncheon to honor our juror, who will be speaking about her work, will be held
on Friday, April 21 at 12 noon at the Hotel Chester Landmark Restaurant. For tickets
contact Andréa Myles before April 17th at Cadence Bank or at 323-0480.

In 2005 there were 15 artists with 39 pieces entered. Winners for the 2005 Exhibition
were 1st place, Dylan Karges for a pastel entitled Sunrise, 2nd place Briar Jones for a
watercolor, Evesham Belltower, and 3rd place Linda Cambre for a pastel, Carolina Morning.

Awards:

1st Prize-$500

2nd Prize-$250

3rd Prize-$150

3 Honorable mentions

Merit Awards:

The H. W. Chatham Memorial Award

The Jane M. Persian Memorial Award

Frank Chiles, State Farm Insurance

Cadence Bank, Tommy Tomlinson, Regional President
Bancorp South, Buddy Staggers, President

The Alan and Jude Wood Award

Dr. Will Locke Award

Frieda and Paul Buckley Award

Purchase Prize Donors:

Thomas Shelton Jones & Associates, Architects; Theresa Brooks, Prudential of Starkville;
Bank First, Steve Taylor, President; The Abbey, Mario Perez; Mayor and Mrs. Dan Camp;
Mr. Robert M. Ford, FAIA, Architect; Cachet Designs. Mrs. Beverly Smitherman; AmSouth
Bank, Mr. Sammy Slaughter, President



SAAC AWARDS ARTS IN EDUCATION
GRANTS TO AREA SCHOOLS

As mentioned in the winter issue of the SAAC newsletter, the Starkville Area Arts
Council recently awarded $4,250 to area schools for innovative projects that incorporate the
arts into education. East Oktibbeha County High School, West Oktibbeha County Elementary
School, Starkville Academy, Starkville High School, Armstrong Middle School, Ward/Stewart
Elementary School, Overstreet Elementary School, and Sudduth Elementary School all received
grants.

Grants to Oktibbeha County Schools provided Cindy Gilmer’s class from EOCHS
with a mat cutter and other materials needed for displaying student artwork, an airbrush Kit,
transportation to the Walter Anderson exhibit at MSU, and resource materials related to an
art unit about Walter Anderson. They provided Marian Wright’s class (EOCHS) with a digital
camera and a camcorder for drama and journalism projects. They funded transportation to
the Walter Anderson exhibit at MSU, resource books, and art materials for projects related
to Walter Anderson’s art for Liz Phillip’s classes, as well as a project called “Blues for Learning”
for Jane Tackett’s and Jan Collier’s students (WOES).

Grants to Starkville Academy funded or partially funded a Shakespeare banquet for
the students of Barb Adkins, a speech team competition for the students of Susan Wall, and
journalism publications for the students of Sandra Gladney.

Grants to Starkville City School District funded or partially funded the following
programs throughout the district: at Starkville High School the production of Wiley and the
Hairy Man for the Regional Drama Festival under the direction of Mandy Kinney; the entire
school’s art, music, literature, and performance project about the underground railroad under
the direction of Ellen Boles and Jane Gair at Overstreet; at \Ward-Stewart, a Walter Anderson
project, with Chris Melby-Codling as visiting artist, organized by Cheryl Andrews; at Sudduth,
“Creating Excellence Through the Arts”, an integrated arts program designed by Lauri Hayes;
“Clay Animation”, an art and technology program, for the students of Rosemary Cuicchi;

a Rainforest Performance for the students of Angela Boutwell and Stacy Weems.

The Starkville Area Arts Council is proud to be able to help these teachers provide
quality arts education experiences for their students. At the same time, there were other very
worthy projects that were not able to be funded at this time. As the SAAC grows, we hope
to be able to increase funding for programs for the schools in the future.

OKTIBBEHA COUNTY HERITAGE MUSEUM

At the regularly scheduled meeting of the Oktibbeha County Heritage Museum in
February we were extremely pleased to be the recipient of the SAAC Grant presented by
SAAC President Andy Gaston. This will be used toward development of exhibits. We are
currently organizing to meet this challenge and extend our sincere thanks.

Thanks to those who accepted our invitation to attend the lectures in Paleontology
and Archaeology at the Museum. The attendance and response from the public was outstanding.

We believe most of us are aware that the Borden plant closed down a few months ago.
Sadly, this occurred because there remains (in Oktibbeha County) only one dairy farm and
milk had to be transported to Starkville which led to the necessity of relocation. \We no
longer hear the humming of activity, and we know faithful employees are now reminiscing
about the demise of this landmark. We are proud that we have accumulated significant
“items” which will be used for a special exhibit and recognition by the museum encompassing
the role played by the plant in the history of Oktibbeha County, since 1926. Date of exhibit
is to be announced.

Plans for programs during the coming months are currently underway. Rest assured
that we plan to have several “Special Saturdays” which will be held between approximately
10am and 2pm. Please check your local newspaper for further information. In the meantime
we remind you that there is no admission charge, and the museum visit is a wonderful
opportunity for you and your family to see our displays at 206 Fellowship Street. Visitors
are becoming more aware of Oktibbeha County history through their experience at the
museum, and we guarantee you will find a warm welcome when you arrive. We also are open
every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10am to 2pm.

THE BORDEN PLANT EXHIBIT AND
SILENT AUCTION

During the month of April the Starkville Public Library will exhibit paintings of
the Borden plant throughout the library. These architectural renderings were made in the
last 6 months by the School of Architecture students at MSU. The students also researched
the history of the plant which is also on display in the library.

In addition to the exhibit a silent auction of the paintings will also be taking place.
All proceeds will go to hurricane relief on the coast.

NEWS OF NOTE:

Symphony Chorus Preparing

for Annual Spring Concert
The Starkville-Mississippi State University

Symphony Chorus is busy rehearsing for its
annual Spring concert. The performance is
scheduled for Tuesday, May 9, in the sanctuary
of First United Methodist Church at 7:30pm.

Under the direction of Ted Beverly,
the chorus will present John Rutter’s “Feel
the Spirit” for mezzo soprano and chorus.
The program is made up of appealing
arrangements of familiar spirituals such as
Deep River, When the Saints Go Marching In,
Joshua Fought the Battle of Jericho, Steal Away,
| Got a Robe, Sometimes | Feel Like a Motherless
Child, and Evry Time | Feel the Spirit. Styles
range from big band and the blues to Caribbean
and close harmony.

The featured soloist will be Jerri
Kantack. Wendy Payton will provide piano
accompaniment. Singers in the group are from
the Starkville and Columbus area. The chorus
is sponsored by the Starkville-MSU Symphony
Association. All performances are open to
the public free of charge. Concert goers can
look forward to an evening of musical fun and
inspiration.

Between Fences Exhibit
SAAC:Art in Public Places sponsored
exhibit of local artists in Landscapes incorporat-
ing fences complementing the Smithsonian's
traveling exhibit. Located at the Mitchell
Memorial Library, 3rd Floor; Special Collections.

Clay Bodies Exhibit

This exhibition is a ceramic installation
by Dylan Karges consisting of clay figures,
drawing on his experience with Middle Eastern
artifacts while working with the Cobb Institute.
Located at Cobb Institute of Archaeology, Lois
Dowdle Cobb Museum of Archaeology.

2006 Arts Education Awards

The Mississippi Alliance for Arts
Education (MAAE) is seeking nominees for
the 2006 MAAE Arts Education Awards.
Individuals, administrators and program/
institution leaders may nominate themselves
or their own programs, or others may
nominate them. Please help us recognize an
individual, a school, or an institution that has
demonstrated exemplary achievement by
submitting a nomination in one of the following
award categories: School of Excellence/District
Arts Program Award, Thad Cochran Disting-
uished Arts Educator Award, Outstanding
Administrator of the Year Award, Excellence
in Higher Education Award, Exemplary Arts
Service Award, Distinguished Community Arts
Agency/Cultural Institution Program Award,
Lifetime Achievement in Arts Education Award.
Deadline for receiving nominations is Friday,
April 21,2006.

Awards will be presented at a statewide
Arts Education Awards Recognition Session,
Tuesday, June 6,4pm at the Ford Center,
University of Mississippi, in Oxford. Dr. Hank
Bounds, State Superintendent of Education, is
the featured speaker. A reception to honor
awards recipients will follow the program.
Awards recipients will also be recognized at
local celebrations prior to the June date.

For information visit the MAAE website:
http://www.msartsalliance.com, click on events.
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ATTENTION:

SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR
SUMMER ISSUE = JUNE 1ST!
Information for future newsletters should be
given to Kittye Delle Robbins-Herring, SAAC

News editor, by email at kdrh@bellsouth.net
or by phone at 325-2398 or 323-3113.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

SAAC SECOND ANNUAL
ART IN THE GARDEN
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THE GARY

Mark your calendars! The Starkville
Area Arts Council in cooperation with
local garden clubs is sponsoring its second
annual garden tour and fundraiser, May
20, from 9am to 1pm featuring the
gardens of Marie and Frank Benci, Barry
and Karen Herring, Jane and Ira Loveless,
Marilyn and Larry Tabor, and Frances
and Harold Thompson. Everyone is
invited to enjoy the beauty of these area
gardens with the unique opportunity of
watching an artist paint in each garden
along with performances by musicians,
dancers, thespians and artisans.

Many area restaurants are offering ticket holders 10% off lunch that
day. A map of the gardens and the list of restaurants will be given out with
the tickets. Tickets will be available on the day of the tours from 8pm
until noon in the lobby of the Starkville Community Theater, 108 E. Main

Street.

Those wishing to purchase advance tickets should mail their request
and check for $15.00 per ticket to the SAAC, POB 80116, Starkville, MS,
39760, and tickets will be returned by mail until May 15. After that,
advance tickets ordered via mail can be picked up at the SCT lobby on the
20th. For more information see http://www.starkvillearts.org.

Advance tickets will also be sold at the East Mississippi Lumber
Company, 300 Russell St., beginning May 1 or may be purchased from

area garden club members.
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