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“What is a Member to DO?”

Congratulations to a Successful Star Shine 2008

     There are so many events coming
up and so many ways for our members
to play a vital role. The Gala --
decorations and set up; Cotton District
Arts Festival -- Volunteer Co-
ordination, Publicity; Village Chairs;
Logistics Office Staff, Data input,
graphic design; member contact;
Starkville-MSU Symphony -- ushers,

SEPTEMBER
September 2-October 18
"Cash and Flowers," by Alan Messer
GSDP Lobby
September 28-November 9
Leonardo da Vinci Drawings
Birmingham Museum of Art
artsbma.org
OCTOBER
October 1 -31
Betty Jane Chatham Art Show
How Bazaar
October 11
Metropolitan Opera Live in HD
Salome, by Strauss
Noon, Trussville Stadium Cinema
5895 Trussville Crossings Parkway
Birmingham, AL 35235
October 14
Panel Discussion: What is "The Call
of the Wild"? Then and Now
Nancy Hargrove, Noel Polk, Bonnie O"Neill,
Robert Phillips
7 pm at the Starkville Public Library
October 18
Johnny Cash Flower Pickin' Festival
Marshall Grant talks about Cash's "wild" life
10 am State Theater
October 20-November 7
"Images from Israel," by Dylan  Karges
GSDP Lobby
October 30-November 8
Company (a musical), by Sondheim
Starkville Community Theatre
323-6855 for tickets
NOVEMBER
November 8
MSU Libraries Gala
Mitchell Memorial Library
6-9 pm
November 10-December 31
"100 under 100" local artists group
exhibition
GSDP Lobby
November 20-22
Reader's Theater: The Call of the Wild
7:30 pm at the SCT on Main
November 22
Metropolitan Opera Live in HD
The Damnation of Faust, by Berlioz
Noon, Trussville Stadium Cinema
5895 Trussville Crossings Parkway
Birmingham, AL 35235
November 23
Starkville/MSU Chorus "Thankful
Gifts"
3 pm
Place to be announced

     There will be an art show of selected surrealistic
works of Joe A. MacGown in room 25 of Aust
Hall (West Wing) at East Mississippi Community
College in Scooba, Mississippi.  The show will run
from September 17 through October 8 2008, with
an opening reception from 2:00 to 3:00 P.M. on
September 17.  Directions to the show:  from
Starkville, go south on Hwy 45 Alt, take the Hwy
16 exit for Scooba, follow Hwy 16 west for just
over one mile, then turn right at the entrance to
East Mississippi Community College (under large
archway), continue straight until road ends at Aust
Hall.  To view examples of MacGown's artwork
visit his web site at http://joemacgown.com. This
exhibition is supported in part by Mark Wood,
owner of Chalet art supply and frame shop in
Starkville, MS and by a grant from the Mississippi
Arts Commission and the National Endowment
for the Arts.

The Golden Triangle Music Forum presents Dmitri Novgorodsky, widely acclaimed Russian
pianist, in recital  April 16, 2009 at 7:30 pm in Lee Hall on the Mississippi State University. The
concert is free to all students.  Admission for adults is a minimum contribution of $10 to the
Jean Blue Taylor Scholarship Fund. 

     The Starkville Area Arts Council hosted its 5thAnnual Star Shine Scholarship Fundraising
event August 8-9, at the Mississippi State University Raspet Flight Research Center.
     The event truly soared, to say the least.  The two-day affair began Friday night with Starkville’s
very first “Star Shine Cook-off ” event.  Local chefs battled it out in a good ol’ fashioned southern
cook-off  for a chance to win respect and bragging rights for a job well done.  Contenders Jay
Yates from the Veranda, Ty Thames of  Restaurant Tyler, Terri Rodgers from Doe’s Eat Place,
Carnell McGee of  Harvey’s and Vicki Leach from Viking fired up their grills for the nearly 100
people in attendance.
     Coming out champions in this year’s premiere event were Ty Thames, winner of  Best Taste
and Best Originality and Vicki Leach, winner of  Best Presentation.  However, the ultimate knock-
out came from Harvey’s own Carnell McGee.  Chosen by popular vote, McGee brought home
the title of  Best of  Star Shine 2008, with his creation of  citrus marinated Alaskan halibut stuffed
with lobster and lumped crab meat over baby greens with basil oil and tomato compote.  Now
that’s a meal worth fighting for.  Congratulations to our winners and a special thanks to judges
Tim Creehan, Malcolm White and Wyatt Waters.
     After a night of  culinary excitement, music and fellowship, activities continued Saturday
morning with cooking classes lead by the weekend’s celebrity guest, Chef  Tim Creehan.  Over
30 participants experienced hands-on instruction from the extraordinary chef, tasted Creehan’s
own personal innovations and took home a copy of  the morning’s featured recipes.
     Chef  Creehan continued to amaze as the event heated up into Saturday night.  In a room
filled with classic décor and elegant works from local artists, a privileged 112 Starkville residents
were wined and dined by Creehan’s stunning five course meal, a scene fit for royalty.  From baked
brie to seafood gumbo, Gulf  Coast shrimp to strawberry shortcake, the chef  successfully topped
last year’s menu while satisfying every appetite in the house.  With smiles of  laughter and cheers
from the crowd, the night was a true celebration of  what the arts have become to our community.
     After a southern cook-off, Chef  Creehan’s culinary classes and five-star dinner, plus this year’s
online silent auction, the 2008 Star Shine events raised a remarkable $5,000 to be placed directly
into the SAAC Scholarship Fund; allowing for future awards to be given to Starkville students
with a passion for the arts.
     SAAC President Briar Jones portrayed the weekend best with a quote from J.R.R. Tolkein.
“If  more of  us valued food and cheer and song above hoarded gold, it would be a merrier world.”
A sincere thank you goes to everyone who made Starkville a bit merrier through Star Shine 2008.

DECEMBER
December 4
Starkville/MSU Symphony CRISS
Christmas Concert
7:30 pm at Lee Hall Auditorium
December 5
SAAC GALA
Hunter Henry Center
Tickets, call SAAC Office 324-3080
December 20
Metropolitan Opera Live in HD
Thais, by Massenet
11 am, Trussville Stadium Cinema
5895 Trussville Crossings Parkway
Birmingham, AL 35235
JANUARY 2009
January 10
Starkville/MSU Symphony Winter
Concert
Haydn Highlights
7:30 pm at Lee Hall Auditorium

FEBRUARY
February 19-21
The Magnolia Film Festival
Starkville Premier Cinemas
February 19-28
Doubt, by John P. Shanley
Starkville Community Theatre
323-6855 for tickets
MARCH
March 7
Symphony Association Fundraiser
March 7-8
Everything Garden Expo
Mississippi Horse Park
APRIL
April 16
Golden Triangle Music Forum
Pianist Dmitri Novgorodsky
7:30 pm at Lee Hall Auditorium
Saturday April 18
Cotton District Arts Festival
For more info call SAAC Office 324-3080

MacGown Exhibit

traffic control and ushers for School Concerts; Everything Garden
Expo -- Greeters; Logistics, Gate ticket sales; Magnolia Film Festival
-- Travel Ushers; Starkville Community Theatre -- costume or prop
assistants, backstage crew, house managers, stage managing, working
lights or sound, set construction and more.

If any of these positions catch your attention and  you want to help out,
please call your Arts Council office at 662-324-3080.

The Arts...Become You.

Mark Your Calendar
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Starkville/MSU
Symphony Association

Featured Speaker
Heather Dean, 2008 Cotton District Arts Festival

Fall Art Exhibits at GSDPBiblical Archaeology

Holiday and Winter Concerts
Just Around the Corner
     The Starkville-MSU Symphony
Association opens its 2008-2009 Concert
Series with its Fall Orchestra
Concert/Programs for Children on October
10th and its annual Pops on the Plaza
Concert on Thursday, October 16th.
     Three more concerts are scheduled for
the Holiday/Winter season.  The Symphony
Chorus will offer the first of its three concerts
at 3:00 p.m.on Sunday, November 23rd  at
a location not yet determined. Entitled
“Thankful Gifts,” the Chorus will present
music appropriate to the Thanksgiving and
Christmas holiday.  Next on the Association
calendar, the Orchestra will present a special
 CRISS Christmas Concert on Thursday,
December 4th at 7:30 p.m. in Lee Hall
Auditorium. Supported by the CRISS Fund
at Mississippi State, the Concert will feature
both a Chamber Orchestra and the Golden
Triangle Brass Quintet. The Chamber
Orchestra will perform Corelli's “Christmas”
Concerto and be joined by three members
of the MSU Voice Faculty in other works
appropriate to the season:  Dr. Rebecca
Wascoe will sing Scarlatti's Christmas
Contata, Dr. Iwao Asakura will sing an aria
from Bach's Christmas Oratorio, and the
two will be joined by Mr. Gregory Wascoe
to sing three pieces from Handel's Messiah:
Dr. Wascoe will sing “Rejoice Greatly,” Dr.
Asakura will sing “Refiner's Fire, and Mr.
Wascoe will sing “Every Valley.”  The
Golden Triangle Brass Quintet will perform
a number of Christmas tunes, and the
Concert will close with an audience sing-a-
long of Christmas carols.  A very festive
celebration of the Christmas season is
guaranteed!
     The Orchestra's Winter Concert, “Haydn
Highlights,” is scheduled for Saturday,
January 10, 2009 at 7:30 p.m., again in Lee
Hall Auditorium. The program will feature
Haydn's “Overture in D,” his Concert No.
1 for Cello and Orchestra, and close with
the composer's popular Symphony No. 104,
“The London Symphony.”
     Golden Triangle area music lovers are
urged to mark their calendars for Saturday,
March 7, 2009, for the Symphony
Association's second annual fund-raiser.
Following on this past February's wonderful
“A Chocolate Affair” held in the Union
Ballroom, another delightful evening in the
same location is in the works.
     As always, all Symphony Association
concerts – including the special CRISS
Christmas Concert – are open to the public
free of charge.  Those planning to attend
are encouraged to arrive early to ensure good
seating.

     It is with great honor that I say thank you for the opportunity to lead the efforts of  the Starkville
Area Arts Council for the 2008-2009 year.  We owe a great deal of  gratitude to the previous arts leaders
in the Starkville / MSU community.  They have set the stage for what I hope will be a very exciting
year culturally.
     As a community it is important to ask where we want to be in a decade, in a century or how we
will be remembered in a millennium.  Cultural vitality is one important measure of  any civilization or
at a smaller scale, community.  One way to achieve this is to facilitate a vibrant arts community.  I can
think of  no better organization to catalyze the awareness and growth of  the arts locally than the
Starkville Area Arts Council.  Our community is beginning to be noted at national levels as a place that
embraces the arts.  To be sure, many towns and cities are more culturally developed than we are, and
many more continue to make strides to enhance their own quality of  life.  To remain competitive and
increase the vibrancy of  Starkville and Mississippi State University we must continue to strive for
greater creativity and embodiment of  the arts in our work and diligently support and promote the
work of  others within our arts community.
     Five years ago, the Starkville Area Arts Council made its first grant to a local arts organization, two
thousand dollars to the Starkville Community Theatre.  Our giving in support of  the arts last year was
twenty times greater.  Four years ago, our Arts in Public Places Committee worked to highlight local
artists in a limited number of  local venues, several times per year.  The committee now hangs regular
shows in multiple venues year round.  Many have called the 2008 Cotton District Arts Festival the best
ever.  This organization has achieved growth in the last half  decade.  Our goal for the coming year
will be to continue the growth in both quality and quantity.
     Our philanthropy, events, exhibits, and newsletters all require funding and a tremendous volunteer
effort.  Our past success is a manifestation of  the efforts of  our volunteers and donors, particularly
our patrons and sponsors.  To all of  our volunteers and donors I say thank you, and can we count on
you again as we work to build an enduring arts legacy for the Starkville and MSU community.

W. Briar Jones,
President Elect

     Heather Dean was the featured speaker at the 2008 Cotton District Arts Festival, Chaucer's Village
venue. Ms. Dean is a kindergarten teacher at Oak Grove Lower Elementary School in Hattiesburg,
MS. While attending a teacher's workshop in Oxford Dean was assigned to a poetry writing unit.
Among the exercises included in the workshop to inspire creative writing was a trip to a museum where
Ms. Dean was impressed by an exhibit of  ancient pottery.  She wrote this poem in response.

The Shiny Ones

Old objects
All of  the same time, same color, same place
Some large and some minute
All made of  clay

I notice one small yet striking difference
Some are shiny and some are dull
Looking at the pots someone might say, "The shiny ones are most valuable,
They hold a grander appearance."

I say no
Something so shiny has never been touched, never been used, never contributed to a cause
I say, look at the dull clay
It is tired and worn out
It has been touched
Think of  the hands that have touched it, the people that have used it
The value and purpose given
The lives it has seen, the places it has been, what it may have contained
Maybe wine and exotic things
Maybe just water for washing
The dull ones were loved
The dull ones are valuable

I think about people
We value the young and beautiful, The Shiny Ones
Those we put on pedestals
Never to be used, harmed or touched
You say, "Oh how beautiful, How valuable?"

I say no
Look at the worn ones, the tired ones, the old ones
Whose hands are scarred with years of  being used
I think about the places they have been, the people that have touched them
The stories they contain.
Maybe stories of  adventure and exotic things
Maybe stories of  hard times and suffering
They have been touched
And they themselves have touched.

     Arts in Public Places will continue to
exhibit fine arts in the lobby of the Greater
Starkville Development Partnership with
three timely exhibitions this fall. Both
national and local artists will find the
spotlight with the slated calendar of events.
     “Cash and Flowers”, works by Alan
Messer, will feature Johnny Cash and
flowers from his own garden, will begin
in September and continue through
October 18, the date of the annual Johnny
Cash Flower Pickin’ Festival.  The exhibit
will survey 30 years of photos of the Man
in Black and a personal selection of floral
compositions to usher in the coming of
the annual music festival.
     “Images from Israel”, works by Dylan
Karges, will include images from Jerusalem,
the Negev Desert, and the Dead Sea area
and ceramic sculpture inspired by the
culture and history of the region.
Watercolors, paintings, charcoals and
pastels document times spent away from
his work with archaeological excavations
while his creations in clay are influenced
directly by his contact with artifacts.
     “100 under 100”, the second year
running, will again feature the works of a
multitude of local artists. Like last year,
the title refers to the number of works
and their very reasonable price. It was
conceived as a way to not only support
our local artists, but to provide a wonderful
alternative for Christmas shoppers.
     For more information call Candy
Crecink, SAAC Executive Assistant: 324-
3080 or Dylan Karges, Chair, Arts in Public
Places committee: 312-7554

     Thursday, October 2nd at 6:00 pm, at the BLY Fine Arts Center in downtown Eupora, Dr.
James W. Hardin and Dylan Karges of the Cobb Institute of Archaeology at MSU will present
a lecture and host a reception for an exhibit of finds from excavations in southern Israel. A
Professor in the Department of Philosophy and Religion and Near Eastern Archaeologist, Dr.
Hardin will discuss the life and times of Iron Age Israel. He has focused on understanding the
organization of the home of ancient Judah and how that knowledge can impact what is
understood in a larger social and economic context. Living in a world and nation that was
dominated by outside powers, ancient Israel often tried to assert their independence, often to
be put down again by the war machines of the ancient super-powers. Dr. Hardin will illuminate
that, however tragic, there is bounty to be found from the wars and destruction of the past.
     His current research has focused mostly on materials from excavations at Tell Halif, a small
fortified village in the border country with Phillistia and on the northern fringe of the Negev
Desert. This area was the buffer zone between the Coastal Plain and the Hill Country which
guarded the routes to Jerusalem. Excavations at Tell Halif have uncovered evidence of a major
destruction that took place in 701 BC. This was a time of great hope and ambition for the land
of Judah under King Hezekiah. Hezekiah had spent much time and expense to fortify many
cities and villages throughout his kingdom, and took measures to liberate himself from Assyrian
control. He distributed food stuffs and provisions from economic centers in lager ceramic
vessels marked “belonging to the king”. These impressions stamped in the clay of the pottery
are known as LMLK, (pronounced L’malekh), and are testaments to Hezekiah’s resolve and
determination for independence.
     The tale of the Tell, for Halif’s part especially, was one of tragedy. This revolt for independence
was met by a war campaign of death, devastation and destruction by the Assyrian leader
Sennacherib. He claims to have destroyed every walled city, town and village except Jerusalem,
where he gloated to have trapped Hezekiah “like a bird in a cage” and demanded healthy tribute
for leaving the capital city intact. Sennacherib’s boasting and the biblical account of the security
of Jerusalem differ, but the story of Tell Halif is told and understood only through archaeology.
This war campaign leaves a stain on the earth that is hard to miss, and the situation that is
found is that of 2700 years ago.
     In 701 BC, Sennacherib and his army sacked the village and burned it to the ground. The
people of Tell Halif were either killed or fled, and left their belongings behind. Modern
excavations there have found these belongings on the floors of their homes where they were
abandoned some 2700 years ago. The village was later reoccupied and built again on a leveled
surface over the destruction, thus sealing that day of destruction for posterity. Dr. Hardin writes
on the archaeology of destruction and understands what you can and cannot “know” for certain,
and how you can interpret the remains of people and culture to understand the accounts of
the Bible and other testaments to the history of ancient lands of Israel.
     An exhibition of archaeological artifacts will accompany the lecture with a reception for
Dr. Hardin, beginning at 7:30 pm. On display will be artifacts taken from the floors of the
destroyed village of Tell Halif. Pottery, photos, and illustrations will further explain the
archaeological process and the daily life of Biblical times. The pottery shows incredible craft
and design while the religious life of the people will be highlighted with a reconstruction of
the “home shrine”.  Dylan Karges, also with the Cobb Institute of Archaeology at MSU, has
worked with Dr. Hardin for the last ten years with much of his time dedicated to the illustration
of pottery and other artifacts from Tell Halif. His artifact illustrations and architectural
reconstructions fill in some of the gaps between the physical artifacts and the interpretation
of the finds by Dr. Hardin and other archaeologists.
     Dylan’s personal work has been greatly impacted and influenced by his work in archaeology
and particularly by the “home shrines” of ancient Israel. His work will be featured in the second
exhibition and event at the BLY Fine Arts Center on Saturday, October 4th with an opening
reception from 7:00-9:00pm. This will include a collection of over 1,000 hand sculpted ceramic
figures. Loosely based on figurines found at Tell Halif, Karges’ simplified figures both stand
at attention with fixed gaze and move uncompromisingly toward an unknown goal.
     Please join us in ushering in the Month of the Arts, and take advantage of this special
opportunity to see the artifacts from the Holy Land and to listen to Dr. Hardin speak on his
research and understanding of the region. The exhibit will be open to the public from 6:00-
9:00pm Thursday, Oct 2 and the lecture will be held across the street from the BLY Fine Arts
Center; beginning at 6:00pm, tickets will be available at the door for $10. Please come early as
space will be limited. A reception at the BLY will follow the lecture and begin at 7:30pm. The
exhibit is free and open to the public with donation being accepted as Eupora Arts, Inc. is
raising funds for further renovations of the Fine Arts Center, supporting the arts is an investment
in the future of our communities.

For more information contact:
Craig Bjorgam, President, Eupora Arts, Inc.:662-258-6405 or email:  
craig@belindastewartarchitects.com
Dylan Karges, Past President, EAI: 662-312-7554 or email:  dpk1@msstate.edu

Sept 2-Oct 18:
“Cash and Flowers” by Alan Messer

Oct 20-Nov 7:
“Images from Israel” by Dylan Karges

Nov 10-Dec 31:
“100 under 100” local artist group exhibition

Save The Date


