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AROUND & ABOUT
IN THE ARTS

FEBRUARY
February 3
Art-Talk by Liz Johnstone
Cre8ive Warehouse, cre8ivewarehouse.com
February 5
Lyceum: The Puppini Sisters
Lee Hall Auditorium, 7:30pm
February 5
Exhibition Opening by Liz Johnstone
Cre8ive Warehouse, cre8ivewarehouse.com
February 14
Zine Workshop
Cre8ive Warehouse, cre8ivewarehouse.com
February 19
Exhibition: Advice to Sink in Slowly
AIGA Student Group
Cre8ive Warehouse, cre8ivewarehouse.com
February 19
Lyceum: The Count Basie Orchestra
Lee Hall Auditorium, 7:30pm
February 19-21
Magnolia Independent Film Festival
Starkville Premier Cinemas
February 19-28
Doubt, by John P. Shanley
Starkville Community Theatre
323-6855 for tickets
February 26
Governor’s Awards for Excellence in
the Arts
Jackson, MS

MARCH
March 3
Art-Talk by Brian Earwood
Cre8ive Warehouse, cre8ivewarehouse.com
March 3
Lyceum: The Hot Club of San Francisco
Lee Hall Auditorium, 7:30pm
March 5
Exhibit Opening by Brian Earwood
Cre8ive Warehouse, cre8ivewarehouse.com
March 7
Symphony Association Affair: The
Skylighters Canteen Ballroom
Colvard Union Ballroom, 7:30pm
March 7-8
Everything Garden Expo
Mississippi Horsepark
March 27-28
Charles Templeton Ragtime Jazz
Festival
http://library.msstate.edu/templeton/festival
March 26
Zine Exhibit
Cre8ive Warehouse, cre8ivewarehouse.com
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Art in Public Places

     The award winning 2009 Cotton District Arts Festival is quickly approaching and we
want you to have a sneak peak into this yearís festival of music, dance, art and eats.  With
the same great fun returning from last year, this 14th year is sure to blow you away!
     The Starkville Area Arts Council is proud to announce the Cotton District Arts Festival
has been honored with two national and prestigious awards, the American Bus Association’s
“Top 100 Events in North America” and the Southeast Tourism Society’s “Top 20 Events”
for the month of April.  Along with these esteemed awards comes extensive exposure across
the nation through countless publications as newspapers, magazines, television and radio
broadcasts, special addition supplements and other publicity tools each organization offers
to promote tourism and local community development.
     Scheduled for Saturday, April 18, this year’s festival will again host a wide variety of
villages, musical entertainment, choral and theatrical performances and mouth watering
cuisine from local Starkville chefs.
     Come enjoy drama and literature in a whole new way with the Chaucer’s Literary Village,
while dog lovers and MSU fans can delight in the return of the Canus Major Village.  Athletes
can experience the Phiddipede’s Physical Health Village, including martial arts and a
sanctioned 5K run.
     We welcome you to revisit the popular Artisan Village, with outstanding pieces of work
from our art vendors, while the Children’s Village proves again to be a fantastic way to spend
the day with your kids.  The International Village will feature culture from foreign countries
and join the Celtic Village as it joyfully celebrates the Irish, Scottish and Welsh heritages.
     But don’t forget about the great rivalries from years past.  Festival competitions are still
going strong with our Poetry Slam, Student Art, Taste of Starkville restaurant vendors and
the ever entertaining Server Relay Race.  Plus, this year’s Juried Arts exhibit will be judged
by a world famous guest artist, P. Sanders McNeal.  Now residing in Jackson, MS, McNeal’s
love of combining art and performance has made her a recognized scenic designer and
muralist across both the country and the globe. Once you have had enough art and food,
be sure to stop by one of the three music stages set up throughout the Cotton District.  Local
and state-wide musicians will entertain audiences of all ages from sun-up to sun-down.
Native music from the International and Celtic Villages can also be seen on these stages.
     This year’s festival surely has something for the whole family.  For our four-legged friends,
we will again host the delightful and always adorable Pet Parade.  Feel free to enter your pets,
dress them up and let them prance around for all to see.      The Starkville Area Arts Council
is proud to bring the award winning 2009 Cotton District Arts Festival to Starkville,
Mississippi.  We hope you and yours will come out to enjoy a day of food, art, fellowship
and fun!  For more information, contact the SAAC office at 662.324.3080 or check out our
website at www.starkvillearts.org.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
HERE COMES THE ARTS FESTIVAL

     The Arts In Public Places Committee again enjoyed great success in its annual
100 Under 100 show and sale. This year’s event was a wonderful showcase of local
artists’ talent with the hook of fantastic prices for fine arts. In a time of a questionable
economy the prices were enticing and taken advantage of with sales happening well
into the Holiday Season.
     With an afternoon reception on Friday, Nov 14 from 2:00-4:00pm, artists and
patrons alike enjoyed wonderful refreshments and a chance to discuss the work and
make some deals too. Out of the hundred works for sale, again this year, over half of
the works sold. Fused, stained glass and ceramics were included with paintings, drawings,
and photography. The range and diversity of the work was again exceptional, and the
support and attendance of the reception was fantastic. Thanks to all that participated!
     The Starkville Area Arts Council supports the arts in its various forms and helps
foster the arts as a vital and integral part of our community; the Arts in Public Places
Committee with their efforts in establishing and coordinating an exhibition schedule
in the GSDP Gallery not only supports local visual artists by providing a venue to
exhibit, but also introduces that work to everyone that visits the GSDP and Chamber
of Commerce. The presence and quality of the local artwork exhibited in the gallery
space is a powerful and memorable first impression of Starkville as a whole.
     We invite you to stop in and see our local artists’ best in the upcoming exhibits in
the New Year. The 2009 exhibition calendar will begin with “Cre8ive
Warehouse, Collaborative” with works by the members of the arts collaborative,
Cre8ive Warehouse shown in January and February.  Drawing, painting, printmaking,
furniture, posters, and graphic design will be represented by the energetic and productive
members of the Warehouse. The second exhibit of the year will be “Landscapes”, an
invitational group exhibition of our local artists shown in March and April. As we look
forward to getting back outdoors and to the inaugural “Everything Garden Expo”,
landscapes should announce the transition to Spring.
     For more information on the Arts In Public Places or exhibition schedule, please
contact Dylan Karges, committee chair: call 662-312-7554, or email
dylankarges@gmail.com.

March 31
Art-Talk by Health Kleinke
Cre8ive Warehouse, cre8ivewarehouse.com

APRIL
April 4
Exhibit Opening by Heath Kleinke
Cre8ive Warehouse, cre8ivewarehouse.com
April 14
Lyceum: The Acting Company’s “The
Spy”
Lee Hall Auditorium, 7:30pm

April 16
Golden Triangle Music Forum
Pianist Dmitri Novgorodsky
Lee Hall Auditorium, 7:30pm

April 18
Cotton District Arts Festival
April 18
The Symphony Orchestra: Opera
Opulence
Lee Hall Auditorium, 7:30pm
April 23-May 3
Let’s Murder Marsha, by Monk Ferris
Starkville Community Theatre
323-6855 for tickets

MAY
May 24
The Symphony Chorus: A Broadway
Melody
Place: TBA, 3:00pm

VISIT YOUR
SAAC OFFICE:

GSDP Building, Suite 18
101 S. Lafayette Street
Starkville, MS

Phone:  324-3808
Hours:  Monday - Friday, 8am - 5pm
Email:  starkvillearts@yahoo.com



Fellow Arts Council Members and Friends,
What a year 2008 has been for the Starkville Area Arts Council.  I am pleased to

report briefly on some of our successes.
The Starkville Area Arts Council has hosted two major events since the last newsletter,

Star Shine and the 2008 Gala.  Thanks to your participation these events were fun, memorable
and successful.  The two events raised close to $20,000.00 which is returned to the community
in the form of grants to local arts organizations, grants to educators in local schools, and
scholarships for local students.  This fall grants of over $16,000.00 were issued to local arts
organizations, and this December checks were mailed to local schools for over $4,000.00
to support arts related classroom projects.  Scholarships for local students will be announced
in the spring of 2009.  Again, thank you for supporting these events which made these awards
possible.

The 100 under 100 gallery show held in the gallery space of the Greater Starkville
Development Partnership building was very well received by the community.  I am extremely
grateful to the Starkville Area Arts Council’s Art in Public Places Committee and the artists
who provide work for exhibit.  This committee and local artists work year round to keep art
in the public view.

The 2008 Cotton District Arts Festival continues to be recognized at the national
level.  To date the festival has received two major awards, the American Bus Association Top
100 Events in North America, and the Southeast Tourism Society Top 20 Events in the
Southeast for 2009.  Your past participation with the Cotton District Arts Festival has helped
create the success we are now celebrating.  Please make plans to attend the 2009 Cotton
District Arts Festival which will be held on April 18, 2009 in The Cotton District.

Other exciting Starkville Area Arts Council events scheduled for early 2009 include
The Magnolia Film Festival, February 19-21, 2009 and the Everything Garden Expo, March
7-8, 2009.  For more information about either of these events contact the SAAC office (324-
3080).

Thank you again for all you have done to make 2008 a memorable year for the arts
in our community.   We count on your continued support in 2009 to ensure that the arts
remain a cornerstone of the Starkville & MSU community.

Cordially Yours,
W. Briar Jones, President
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Starkville/MSU
Symphony Association

What's in a name? All of us have thought at one time or another about our names, perhaps
asking why they were given to us, or finding meanings within them. Here Emmett Tenorio
Melendez, an eleven-year-old poet from San Antonio, Texas, proudly presents us with his
name and its meaning.

If you would like to learn more
about the American Life in
Poetry and The Poetry
Foundation:

Contact:
alp@poetryfoundation.org,

Visit their website:
www.americanlifeinpoetry.org

American Life in Poetry: Column 180
BY TED KOOSER, U.S. POET LAUREATE 2004-2006

American Life in Poetry is made possible by The Poetry Foundation (www.poetryfoundation.org), publisher of
Poetry magazine. It is also supported by the Department of English at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln. Poem
copyright (c) 2005 by Robert West. Reprinted from "Best Company," Blink Chapbooks, Chapel Hill, NC, 2005,
with permission of the author. Introduction copyright (c) 2006 by The Poetry Foundation. The introduction's
author, Ted Kooser, served as United States Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry to the Library of Congress from
2004-2006. We do not accept unsolicited manuscripts..

1st Annual “Everything Garden
Expo” Set for March

Step Back in (Rag)time…

     The Starkville-MSU Symphony
Association has two winter programs for
the enjoyment of residents of the Golden
Triangle area.  On January 10th at 7:30
p.m. in Lee Hall Auditorium, the Symphony
Orchestra will present “Haydn Highlights”
featuring three works by the eighteenth-
century composer.  The repertoire will
include the composer’s Overture in D and
Concerto in C for Cello and Orchestra, the
solo part in the latter work being played by
Simona Barbu.  The concert will close with
Haydn’s Symphony No. 104 in D major,
popularly known as his “London
Symphony.”
     On March 7th, also at 7:30 p.m. but in
the Colvard Union Ballroom rather than
Lee Hall Auditorium, the Association will
host its second annual fundraiser, “The
Skylighters Ballroom Canteen Affair.”
Patterned after its first-ever fundraiser, last
year’s “A Chocolate Affair,” and named
after an actual ballroom in San Francisco,
this year’s program will recreate a World
War II USO show.  The evening will feature
vocals performed by ensembles of members
of the Symphony Chorus, theatrical excerpts,
and more–plus an opportunity to dance to
the sounds of the MSU Jazz Band.  All this
while enjoying an array of gourmet desserts
and specialty drinks.  Put on your dancing
shoes and come swoon, sway, and swing at
this special romantic event celebrating the
sound and music of the 1940's, the food
and atmosphere of the Second World War
era, and the theme of the USO.  Finally,
don’t forget to mark your calendars for the
Symphony Association’s two season-ending
spring concerts with the Orchestra
performing “Opera Opulence” on Saturday,
April 18th and the Chorus performing “A
Broadway Melody” on Sunday, May 24th.

My name came from. . .

My name came from my great-great-great-grandfather.
He was an Indian from the Choctaw tribe.
His name was Dark Ant.
When he went to get a job out in a city
he changed it to Emmett.
And his whole name was Emmett Perez Tenorio.
And my name means: Ant; Strong; Carry twice
its size.

     Joe MacGown, a local artist from
Starkville, MS, and Cetin Oguz, an art
professor at Delta State University, will be
having a two-man art exhibition at
the Meridian Museum of Art in Meridian,
MS January 3-31, 2009. MacGown's works
include highly detailed surrealistic pen and
ink drawings and mixed media paintings.
The work of Oguz includes semi-abstract
mixed media paintings that explore his
history, beliefs,  and perceptions.

Two-Man Exhibit
at MMA

Mississippi State University Libraries sponsors the
3rd Annual Charles Templeton Ragtime Jazz Festival.

     The era of flappers, Model Ts, the
one-step, and the high life will be
celebrated March 27 & 28, 2009, during
MSU Libraries’ 3rd Annual Charles
Templeton Ragtime Jazz Festival.  Fast
becoming a one-of-a-kind venue, this
Mississippi State University-based festival
features some of ragtime’s most
accomplished performers.  Concerts,
mini-concerts, and lectures center around
the unique Charles H. Templeton, Sr.
Collection housed in the MSU Libraries.
 The Collection–comprised of 22,000
pieces of sheet music, 15,000 playable
musical items, and almost 200 musical

instruments ranging from the 1880s to the 1930s–documents a distinctly American approach
to the “business of music.”  The Collection’s sheet music, Phonographs, Victrolas, memorabilia,
and other artifacts will transport Festival attendees back to the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
     Participants in the 3rd Annual Charles Templeton Ragtime Jazz Festival not only will enjoy
high-energy concerts in MSU’s historic Lee Hall auditorium, but they will experience more
intimate artist performances and lectures in the richly furnished John Grisham Room of the
MSU Libraries.  Complementing the music, the Festival also highlights the rollicking culture
of the times through tours and history of the Charles H. Templeton, Sr. Music Museum.
Noted collector and historian David A. Jasen, author of definitive reference works on ragtime,
puts the music, the composers, and the culture into lively perspective.
     Those who love music–and those who simply love a good time–will not want to miss this
signature musical experience.  Join the Festival for a day’s events, for a single evening’s concert,
or for the entire two-day Festival.  A gift shop will be open with plenty of the performers’
compact discs to purchase, and a full schedule of spirit-lifting musical performances will keep
the Festival moving.
     The 3rd Annual Charles Templeton Ragtime Jazz Festival is bringing to Starkville five
outstanding artists of the ragtime genre.  Mimi Blais’ larger-than-life personality, witty stage
persona, and classical background  have earned her the nickname “the Queen of Ragtime.”
Based in Montreal, Quebec, Blais studied classical music at the Quebec Conservatory of Music
and Montreal’s McGill University.  Making her third appearance at the Charles Templeton
Ragtime Jazz Festival, she brings a unique blend of classical, folk, jazz, modern, blues, tango,
and ragtime into her always popular performances.  Brian Holland’s deceptively laid-back
approach to music belies a blazing skill on the keyboard.  One of the most highly lauded
performers of ragtime and stride piano in America, Holland is known for his ability to develop
new and exciting performance styles that keep audiences enthralled and on the edge of their
seats.  No matter how difficult the music, Holland’s accuracy and flair suggest it’s done with
little or no effort.  One of the most highly regarded authorities on ragtime music, David Jasen
is also a collector of books, recordings, piano rolls, periodicals, catalogs, and sheet music that
cover the gamut of American popular music.  An adviser to the Charles Templeton Ragtime
Jazz Festival since its inception, Jasen brings an extraordinary knowledge of ragtime and its
history, enriching the Festival experience and providing a dimension rarely seen in other
festivals. British-born Carl Sonny Leyland is considered one of today’s great boogie-woogie
pianists.  He has lectured widely on the history of the blues and boogie woogie piano and is
known as one of the few pianists able to recreate the sounds of boogie-woogie giants such as
Albert Ammons, Meade Lux Lewis, Pete Johnson, and Jimmy Yancey.  A regular performer
at “Les Nuits Jazz & Boogie Woogie” in Paris, Leyland also has been featured on the soundtrack
of the movies A Perfect World and The Pelican Brief.  A long-time pianist on public radio’s “A
Prairie Home Companion,” Butch Thompson has earned worldwide recognition as a traditional
jazz and ragtime master.  He tours widely as a soloist or at the helm of several ensembles,
including his well-known Butch Thompson Trio, eight-piece Jazz Originals band, the Butch
Thompson Big Three, or the unique chamber music duo with cellist Laura Sewell.  Thompson
served as development consultant for the 1992 Broadway hit Jelly’s Last Jam starring Gregory
Hines and has a long list of recordings to his credit.
     For more information on the 3rd Annual Charles Templeton Ragtime Jazz Festival, please
visit the Festival website at  http://library.msstate.edu/ragtime/festival/ or contact Lyle Tate
at 662-325-2559 or ltate@library.msstate.edu.

     Not to worry gardeners, winter is bearing
down, but spring won’t be far behind.  MSU
is teaming up with the Starkville Area Arts
Council to present the 1st annual "Everything
Garden Expo." It is set for March 7-8, 2009,
at the Mississippi Horse Park on the MSU
campus.
     Organizers are planning an event to highlight
the "art of gardening" and offer regional hobby
gardeners the latest product information and
gardening techniques. "We will present NE
Mississippi’s premier garden show featuring
outstanding speakers, a broad array of vendors
showing their new garden wares, and seminars
and activities for all ages," said Jane Loveless,
co-chair for the event. Along with Jane, fellow
co-chairs Imogene Triplett and Bev Jones are
making sure this will be an event for everyone
from children to the very seasoned gardener.
Among speakers and seminar leaders are expert
gardeners Felder Rushing, Norman Winter,
Nellie Neal (The Garden Mama), and daylily
authority Milo Burnham.  Other program
leaders will include Dr. Wayne Wells discussing
lawns; Dr. Lelia Kelly’s thoughts on growing
and using herbs, Jim Mills, an authority on
roses; and Jeff Fulton who will share information
on container gardening.
     Dr. David Nagel will conduct a seminar on
vegetable gardening and MSU Professor Sadik
Artunc will discuss landscape architecture.
Booth spaces for vendors are available for $150
and sponsorships are available starting at $500.
Interested vendors and sponsors may e-mail
Imogene C. Triplett at govertriplett@aol.com
to obtain more information.
     "Mississippi State University is widely known
for its horticulture and landscape architecture
programs," said Loveless. "This is the perfect
place to conduct a major garden Expo which
will appeal to gardeners, both professional and
amateur, from throughout the South."
     Other contributing sponsors include the
Mississippi State University Extension Service,
The Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry
Experiment Station and the Greater Starkville
Development Partnership.

New Visual Arts
Directory for MS
     The Mississippi Arts Commission (MAC)
has launched a new initiative to enable those
interested in the arts to identify and locate
artists, arts venues, and the various arts
organizations across the state. The Mississippi
Visual Arts Directory is a resource for locating
arts by region where you can search a registry
of artists and craftsmen to see information and
examples of work.
     MAC encourages all artists and visual arts
venues and supportive organizations to register,
and help provide a comprehensive arts resource
for the state.   http://visualarts.ms.gov


